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Protecting Heritage in Crisis

Lebanese Committee for The Blue Shield Statement
Beirut - August 2024

As the cycle of violence continues in the region, (Gaza and Lebanon, and specifically
South Lebanon) the Lebanese Committee for The Blue Shield (LCBS) is deeply saddened
by the tragic loss of human lives resulting from the ongoing armed conflict since October
2023.

LCBS expresses its grave concern over the imminent threats posed by this violence to both
tangible and intangible cultural heritage, which is increasingly at risk of being targeted or
suffering collateral damage. Cultural heritage is not just a legacy but rather a human right that
represents the identity and history of societies and peoples, and we all have a responsibility to
protect it.

In light of this, LCBS emphasizes the importance of the 1954 Hague Convention, adopted
under the auspices of UNESCO after World War Il. This Convention was established to
safeguard cultural heritage both in peacetime and during armed conflict.

In accordance with its mission, the LCBS reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the
preservation of cultural heritage and underscores that the enforcement of international law and
conventions is essential to ensuring the protection of cultural property in times of conflict.

* Lebanese Committee for The Blue Shield is the national committee
representing Blue Shield International, an international organization
established in 1996 to protect cultural heritage in the event of armed conflict and
disasters of human or natural origin.
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